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WASHINGTON — Vice President Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, expressing fear that former 
Presidents Richard M. Nixon and Lyndon B. 
'^Johnson will be “destroyed,” is complaining 
bitterly about the selection of Sen. Frank 
Church (D-Ida.) to head the Senate in- 
vestigation of the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy. 

Rockefeller’s private lament to friends and 
associates indicates there is little chance of 
co-operation between the White House and 





Senate inquiries into whether the CIA violated 
the law by spying inside the United States. 



It also suggests that Rockefeller may con- 
sider it part of his job as chairman of the 
presidential commission on the CIA to protect 
the reputation of present and former high- 
ranking officials. 

Rockefeller’s complaint about Church, a 
liberal who was named last week as chair- ' 
man of the new Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee, reflects a widespread uneasiness j 
within the so-called national security estab- 
lishment about how many famous men will be 
exposed by the Senate investigation into the 
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CIA, the FBI and the other intelligence 
agencies. 

Former CIA Director Richard M. Helms, 
chief focus of the investigation so far, has 
contributed to the uneasiness by implying 
that he will implicate others if he is allowed 
to be the scapegoat. 

“I’m going to keep very quiet,” Helms re- 
portedly declared. “But if it looks as though 
it’s all going to be my fault, I shall have a 
great deal to say.” 

Helms was quoted to that effect by colum- 
nist Tom Braden, an old friend and ex-CIA 
official, who implied that the finger of guilt 



would be pointed, at least, toward Nixon and 
Johnson. 

The Washington Post reported last weekend 
that Braden held a recent party for Helms at 
which several present and former high-rank- 
ing officials vied to praise and defend Helms. 

The Post story said the guests included Sec. 
of State Henry A. Kissinger, former Defense 
,Sec. Robert S. McNamara, Sen. Stuart Sym- 
ington (D-Mo.), former Ambassador and As- 
sistant Sec. of State Averell Harriman and 
Israeli Ambassador Simcha Dinitz. 



Symington, a member Of the Senate sub- 7 
"committee that is supposed to oversee the 
-CIA, was quoted as saying Helms did a 
t fe‘“splendid job” as CIA director from 1966 Is 
* 1973. 



McNamara reportedly declared that, 
whether or not Helms stepped over, the line 
prohibiting domestic operations by the CIA, 
he supported him fully. 



“That moment of fraternity,” the Post sto- 
,~ry said, “moistened some eyes around the 
■ table.” 



v j Kissinger’s comments were not. recorded, 
but he is known to be defending Helms and 
criticizing William E. Colby, the current CIA 
director, who made the disclosures about do- 
mestic spying to Congress and the public. 

Colby said the activities began under Hmms 
and during the Johnson administration. 
Helms told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee two years ago that he could not 
“recall” any such activities. 

Helms was .questioned about the potential 




conflict two weens ago out tne committee is 
expected to drop the issue after putting out . 
this week a “sanitized” version of his secret 
testimony. 

However, Church’s committee is expected 
to give a much more thorough examination to 
the charges that Helms violated the law 
against domestic operations and also com- 
mitted perjury. 

Some members of the committee are press- 
ing for an airing of the Helms’ matter before 
moving on to the general investigation of the 
intelligence community. 

Church is expected to hold the first meeting 
of his nine-man committee later this week. 

After his commission’s fourth weekly meet- 
ing. Rockefeller said Monday that the in- 
vestigation of the CIA may require more than 
the three-month period set by President Ford. 

The panel heard further testimony from 
Richard Ober, who once reportedly headed a 
counterintelligence group that Colby has ad- 
mitted kept files on 10,000 American citizens. 
Rockefeller described Ober as the “former 
chief of the special operations group of CIA” 
but refused to discuss Ober’s testimony. 

Earlier, the commission heard from Lyman 
B. Kirkpatirck Tr„ who served from 1962 to 
1965 as executive director-controller of the 
CIA. Kirkpatrick spent more than three hours 
with the commission members, but declined 
to tell reporters what had been discussed. 




